








































2026 Update to History of the First Presbyterian Church of Hancock, New York

This is an update to the 18 page (including Photos) History published after Pam Allen 
became Commissioned Lay Pastor in the year 2000.  That History also includes a brief 
history of the Cadosia Presbyterian Church which early on a mission of the Hancock 
Church and then existed from 1956-1969 as a separate congregation of the Presbytery 
before dismissal from the denomination and finally closure in 1990.

Pam Allen served until July of 2005, and was the last person installed as Pastor of the 
church.  Two other people served as pastoral leaders for the church – Mike Jansen (Free 
Methodist) in 2015-2016; and retired UCC Pastor Phyllis Norman who served 
communion many times from 2015 to closing and who was appointed as Moderator of 
Session in the year of closing, 2025.

The officially reported church membership in 2013 had dropped to 8 active members – 
and with periodic small additions, transfers and deaths remained at 7 from then until 
closing.  At closing in 2025 there were 2 elders and 2 affiliate members actively 
participating.

Session Minutes and Church Records following August 2011 until closing are less than 
regular due to the death of prior Clerk of Session Meg Wahl in 2016 and subsequent 
destruction of some records left in her care.  Alice Prince became Clerk of Session in 
2015 and preserved and added to a looseleaf binder passed on to her by Meg.  This 
binder has minutes and notes from 2014 until September 2025 and the Closing of 
Witness Service on October 26, 2025 at 3:00 pm.

As mentioned in the history from 2000 the church at its beginning followed the 1801 
“Plan of Union” adopted by New England Congregationalists and Presbyterians in the 
North, which sought cooperation in establishing new churches in the region, and 
allowing very flexible arrangements of local church government and connection to 
Presbyteries and Congregational Associations.

Hancock used most of those varieties of arrangement from its founding as Presbyterian 
in 1830 until being locally Congregational in 1849 and constructing the building with 
congregational Trustees in 1850, selling cemetery plots and recording deeds which gave 
ownership to individuals and attending Congregational Association meetings, yet 
reporting to Presbytery in 1861.

Then they dropped active participation with Presbytery for some time, and incorporated 
in Delaware County as the First Congregational Church in 1891, but then voted to 
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become fully Presbyterian in 1898, but not incorporating as First Presbyterian until 
1916.  The Deeds to three parcels became the church property of this 1916 incorporation 
– covering roughly the parking lot, the manse and the church property minus the various 
deeds to cemetery plots.

The property was originally part of ‘an acre’ reserved by Ezra May for public purposes, 
as a schoolhouse, meeting house and burying ground in an 1820 deed to Daniel 
Broadstreet.

The reservation of the acre was re-iterated in an 1822 deed for 70 acres to Charles 
Leonard which was adjoining property (and would include a sizable central portion of 
the current Village)  This was followed in 1823 by a deed for that same acre from  Ezra 
May and Dorcas his wife to the Trustees of the school district (May himself was one of 
the Trustees of the School in that conveyance).

Ezra and Dorcas May were charter members of the Hancock Presbyterian Church 
organized as part of Chenango Presbytery in 1830, meeting at first in the schoolhouse, 
but also at the Leonards home in early years.  By 1835 May had moved to Belvidere, 
Illinois and conveyed the deed to the Trustees of the Congregational Church, reserving 
the school lot – which at the construction of the church in 1850 he allowed to be moved 
to the parcel either adjacent to the manse or where the manse now stands.  The school 
collapsed when the attempt was made to move it, and was rebuilt on the smaller parcel.

Chenango Presbytery was later divided and merged such that Hancock became part of 
Binghamton Presbytery, and subsequently Susquehanna Valley Presbytery when 
Binghamton Presbytery merged in 1965 with Susquehanna Presbytery (formed in 1959).

Delaware County Histories contain inconsistent facts about Ezra’s birthdate, marriage, 
and place of death.   The record found at Find A Grave contains better information than 
most of these.    https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/159362943/ezra-may

Four of the May children are buried in the cemetery in Hancock – Elijah, Elisha, Samuel 
and Sally.    Ezra, Dorcas and children Harvey, Susan and Lovisa along with his second 
wife Elinor are buried in Illinois.

The church records show the intention of building a manse and recording a mortgage for 
it as early as 1891, but the location at that time is uncertain.  The current manse was 
built in 1906 after the church had become Presbyterian again.
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